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The flippant remarks of a class of superficial writers,
who have little knowledge of the government or the proper
working of our political system, is disgraceful, and it is
lamentable that so many should be influenced and misled
by them. Veteran legislators and statesmen who have
grown old in the public service, and who have given
thought and mind, and tune and labor, to great questions
are libeled and defamed by the slanders.

May 14, Thursday. One of the tricks of the whippers-in
to influence the doubtful Senators is to send abroad for
letters and telegrams favoring and craving impeachment
in order to sustain the party; to get Members of the House
to call on the Senators and urge them to vote to convict,
right or wrong, and in every possible way, by extra means,
to extort a decision adverse to the President. This mon-
strous prostitution of the conspirators is acquiesced in by
the Radicals, who seem to think it proper, so utterly are
they demoralized; and men making pretensions to char-
acter participate in the abuse. Butler, Stevens, and men
like them, taking advantage of prejudices and as yet unfor-
giving hate growing out of the War, do not attempt to
cover up intended villainy. One of the schemes now on
foot is to admit the bogus Senators, elected under the
bogus constitutions which the carpet-baggers, aided by
negroes under military dictation, have imposed on the
Southern States. Strengthened in numbers by these inter-
lopers, they hope to carry conviction. How long can a
government stand which is in the hands of such profligate
and unprincipled wretches?

Grimes is no better. I fear the worst. Still I hope he
may recover and that soon. But he is of a family subject,
I am told, to sudden death, and has himself been appre-
hensive that such might be his fate. It was this, I am in-
formed, which led him to decline a reelection. Howard is
reported better. Conflicting rumors and opinions prevail
in regard to the final result of impeachment. I appre-